Forestry 240 Quiz 9




Name:_____________________________

November 20, 2003

****Please Keep Answers Brief****

What are the two chemically active constituents of soil?  Why?

clay

organic matter

-large surface area / unit volume

-high adsorptive capacity

-electrically charged

-cohesive

Forestry 240 Quiz 9
- Makeup


Name:_____________________________

November 20, 2003

****Please Keep Answers Brief****

Define Cation Exchange Capacity (CEC). How does it affect nutrient availability in a soil?  Where do these nutrients originate?

CEC = total # of positive charged that can be adsorbed onto a kg of soil (cmol +charge / kg soil)

It is a reservoir for plant nutrients, so the higher the CEC, the more nutrients available.

Nutrients come from:


Organic matter decomposition


Soil mineral weathering


Fertilization


Root/microbe exudates


Rain water


Pollution


Etc.






















