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Overall, you have made a great start on your papers! As this is a learning experience as well as a project, we have generated the following comments to help improve your writing.  Please take them as constructive criticism. Even if you find that a sentence you wrote is used as the example, you have not been singled out for correction! You are not alone in making this mistake. Several people made a similar mistake, or we would have corrected your paper individually. 
General comments about content:

(1) 
Make sure that you answer all of the questions on the paper. For example, when you discuss climate, you should include information on both temperature and precipitation in your discussion.

(2) 
The number of points assigned to a specific question should be a guide as to how important I think it is relative to the other questions. For example, the question “Discuss how your site may have looked in 1800 and how it may have changed in succeeding years.” is often only partially answered. I want to know what vegetation you feel was there at the time and how you think the site changed with time. This question is worth 4 points, so in a sense, it is twice as important as the question “General description of the topography, soil, presence of rivers, etc.” That doesn’t mean you need to write twice as much information about it, but you should focus at least twice as much thought on your answer.
General comments about writing style and grammar:
(1) 
Watch your use of pronouns!  Every pronoun needs to refer to a noun.  To write “It is clear that a fire burned here” is incorrect!  What noun does the pronoun “it” refer to? What is clear?   Instead, write: “Clearly, a fire burned here…”  Another example:  Don’t write “It is amazing to see the fall colors.” Instead, write: “I am amazed by the fall colors.”
Similarly, the word “there” is also frequently misused.  Don’t write “There are lodgepole pines on my site.”  “There” is a pronoun.  It stands in for a noun to describe a place.  In the sentence above, which noun does “there” refer to?  None!  Instead, write “Lodgepole pines grow on the hillsides.”
In some papers, nearly every sentence begins with “there is” or “it is!” Another hint: vary the way you start your sentences. Hint 4 will help with this as well.
NOTE: This is not a hard rule, but your writing will certainly be more convincing and readable if you avoid ambiguous use of pronouns.
(2) 
Use active verbs.  “Deer inhabit the forest.” NOT “Deer are in the forest.” OR (if you make the mistake mentioned above) “There are deer in the forest.”  The use of active, descriptive verbs does much to make your writing convincing and interesting to read.  One common problem is the overuse of verb phrases that end in “ing.”  Don’t write “The climate allows to vegetation to do a lot of growing.” Instead, write “The climate allows the vegetation to grow quickly.”  Another example:  Don’t write “Logging methods were used.”  Instead, write “Settlers logged the area extensively.”
A good way to avoid the previous two problems is to make sure that, in each sentence, the subject and verb are very clear. Try underlining them.  Who or what is performing the action and what action are they performing?  
(3) 
EVERY SENTENCE NEEDS A VERB! “From towering lodgepole pines to the smallest shrub.” is not a sentence because it has no verb.
(4) 
Read your paper aloud as part of your proofing process.  You will notice simple grammar mistakes more easily if you hear them.

(5) 
In writing, spell out your species.  “Douglas fir,” not “doug fir.”  “Ponderosa pine”, not “P-pine.” 
(6) 
Apostrophes are used to indicate possession, not plurality. It is quite common for people to write “The tree protected it’s roots using allelopathic compounds.” That was correct when I was in high school, but the grammar police have changed the rules. Now, “it’s” should only be used for “it is,” and the sentence would correctly read “The tree protected its roots using allelopathic compounds.”
(7) 
Big words are not impressive, especially if they are misused or overused (e.g., plethora).  Choose language that describes your concept with precision, whether that language seems simple or complex.

(8) 
Use consistent perspective.  If you use 1st person perspective (I) in one sentence, don’t switch to second person (You) in the next.  In general, first (I) or third (He, She, It) person perspective is preferable, but second person can be effective if used consistently. 

(9) 
Don’t use the subjunctive tense to refer to something that actually exists or happened.  Write “Wildlife in the area consists of bears, elk, and squirrels.”  NOT “Wildlife in the area would consist of bears…”  Similarly, write “Early settlers cut most of the large trees,” NOT “Early settlers would cut most of the large trees.”
(10) 
Italicize Latin names, capitalizing the first letter of the genus (e.g. Pinus ponderosa).
(11) 
Do not use contractions in your papers. We often use contractions when speaking (and in lecture), but it is not correct in writing.
