CCS 203: Climate Change: Science & Society



      Fall 2009

Name: _____________________________________________________

Answer each question completely, answering all parts of the question for full credit.  Each question is worth 14.29 points. 
	1.
	Elevator Talk:  Why do you believe climate change exists?  Why do you think climate change is a problem?  What do you think should be done about it?  And how do you want to participate in/engage with solutions?

	

	
	

	


	2.
	Climate Stabilization and Wedge Solution: What target should be set and why?  How many wedges will this require, and which ones do you think should be used?  

	

	.
	

	


	3.
	Energy Efficiency:  Explain three benefits to addressing energy efficiency as a way to mitigate climate change.  Describe four mechanisms Lester Brown described for effectively raising energy efficiency, including a smart grid.

	

	
	

	


	4.
	Renewable Energy:  Explain why the problem of climate change is a problem of energy.  Discuss current developments in wind and solar energy, including two pros and cons of each, and three policies that would promote renewables.

	

	
	

	


	5.
	Carbon Sequestration:  Explain the relationship between land use and climate change.  Describe how carbon offsets work as a mechanism for mitigating climate change.  Do think the UM should purchase carbon offsets to counterbalance its greenhouse gas emissions and eventually achieve carbon neutrality (zero net greenhouse gas emissions)?  Explain why or why not (there is no “right” answer).


	

	
	

	6.  Business Solutions: Using examples from class, why would a business want to "go green" both from a profitability stand point and the drivers that push the change.



7.  The Power of Example: Describe 5 examples (by individuals, firms, and/or communities) that you think are inspiring and effective in helping to mitigate climate change. 
Are you interested in doing the new Climate Change Studies minor? If so, please write your name, email, major, and year below and we will be in contact with you.  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

