CCS 203

Online Deliberation Center Assignment

1st draft due Oct 26

Final draft due Dec 2

Objectives: 

· Students will conduct quality research.
· Students will gain an in-depth knowledge of a topic in climate change of their interest. 
· Students will work cooperatively with others to produce an online document (although there is an opt-out for this objective).

· Students will write a clear, interesting, informative and well-documented Web page.

· Students will learn how to use MediaWiki software to produce an online document. 

Basic Overview

· Groups of up to 4 students (there is an option of working individually) work together to write a Wikipedia style page that will be posted on the ODC website. These pages will be available for students in the Climate Studies Program and classes. 
· Groups will choose a topic from the list provided below (students can choose there own topic with the permission of the instructor).
· While there is no minimum of maximum length of the ODC page, students should expect to devote the amount of time they would to a 5 to 7 page research paper for a 200-level college course.

· If each students contribution to the report is intermingled with the other group members writing, students are to write their major (one paragraph or more) contributions on a Word.doc then post this on the ODC. Major contributions are to be kept by the student in a dated log that will be emailed to the instructor.
· Students will edit the online document to make sure it reads well and is an integrated whole.  
· The first draft is due October 26. The first draft will consist of a rough outline of the report and all of its sub topics and a break down of the distribution of labor between the group members.  The group will post this draft on the ODC on the page that will be used for the final draft that they will have to create. 

Grading:  Reports will be graded on the quality of writing, accuracy, completeness, grammar, research, situations, bibliography and overall appearance of the page.  Though this is a Group project you will be graded individually.
topics

Climate Change Impacts

What are possible climate change scenarios (predicted impacts) for Montana? (Other states, countries or regions can be examined with the permission of the instructor.) 

Fire in the Rocky Mountain region

Disappearing glaciers in the Alps

Sea level rise in a specific place (e.g., Florida, Bangladesh, Venice, etc)

The impacts of climate change on permafrost in particular places (e.g, Alaska, Siberia)

The possible effects of climate change on the local industries (e.g., ski industry, or fishing, or agriculture)

Politics
What is Montana’s Govern Schweitzer doing about climate change?

Discuss the Obama administration’s position going into the COP-15 meeting in Copenhagen

Discuss the possible economic impact of possible climate change policies on Montana.
Create a brief history of the UNFCC (COPs).

Create a timeline describing US climate change politics over the last decade. 

Create a descriptive timeline of the Kyoto Protocol from conception to ratification.
Provide an overview of the UNFCC’s Bali Roadmap for college students

Important countries' positions on climate change going into COP-15 meeting in Copenhagen

(i.e. US, China, India, Brazil, EU)

Past and Future Climate Change 

History of climate change in the Missoula valley of the last 20,000 yrs

Higher Education and Climate Change 

Create a page discussing “What college students can do in their own life to contribute to efforts to combat climate change.”

There is a new RELF fund that the university has for sustainability projects.  What should/could the university do with this money and in general to reduce its impact on climate change?

Home/lifestyle energy audit of a typical college student

Media

Choose a specific local, national, or global media organization (e.g., Missoulian, Fox News, BBC World) and discuss how they present global climate change. 
Social Movements

Discuss a particular organization that is opposed to taking action on climate change (e.g., ) . 
Discuss particular organizations advocating action on climate change (e.g., 

350.org) 
Propose your own.

