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Exam #2: Climate Change Ethics and Social Science
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1. Explain how the problem of global climate change can be conceptualized as a “tragedy of the commons”. What are the implications of looking at climate change in this way in terms of justice and international climate change policy?   (10pts)
2.   From “Climate Justice” by Martin-Schramm, define and discuss (a) “sustainability” and (b) “participation” as “moral norms” for confronting climate change.  (10pts)
3. Discuss two problems of the information-deficit model of climate change communication? What does the information-deficit model presume about how the public makes decisions?  (10pts)

4. Provide three reasons for why there is a tendency to favor cap and trade over carbon tax as a policy tool to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the United States.  (10pts)

5. Explain the importance of (a) allocations, (b) “downstream” versus “upstream”, and (c) offsets in creating a cap and trade policy to regulate greenhouse gas emissions.  (10pts)

6. Define “competitive disadvantage” and provide two examples for how it affects climate change policy.  (10pts)
7. Discuss three factors that make it particularly difficult for China's rulers to commit to a reduction in carbon emissions.  (10pts) 

8. Provide two example of how climate change at ca. 1200 years ago affected access to critical Mid-Fraser food resources? What impacts did this have on the Mid-Fraser villages? (10pts)
9. Briefly contrast the two general types of approaches to geoengineering. List and discuss two ethical issues raised by the possibility of geoengineering.   (10pts)
10. Why did Nicholas Stern and William Nordhaus arrive at completely different economic analyses regarding the costs of climate change mitigation and recommendations for action? (10pts)
