CCS 203

Action Project Assignment

Proposal due October 26

Report due December 1
Objectives: 

· Students will work cooperatively on a project designed to help advance a climate solution.
· Students will gain experience working within the community on an innovative project.
· Students will learn how to use MediaWiki software to document their action project.
· Students will reflect on their experience and learning through a written report and self-assessment.
Basic Overview:
· Students will choose a project from the list provided below (students can create their own action project with the permission of instructor Nicky Phear).  
· Groups of up to 4 students work together to advance a climate solution. 

· Students are expected to spend 10-15 hours on this project.

· Project proposals are due October 26. This will include the members of the action project, a rough outline for what you will do and when, and a break down of the distribution of labor between the group members.  The group will post this draft on the ODC on the page that will be used for their final report. 

· Final report due December 1.  Students will describe the project they worked on and offer their personal insights and recommendations.  Each student will also write a one-page self-assessment that details and evaluates the contributions they made to the action project.  
Grading:  Action projects will be graded on the quality of your work, the degree to which you followed through with your plan, and your final report, which should be thoughtful, timely, and well-organized.  Though this is a group project you will be graded individually.

Action Projects

Green Blocks – An initiative to bring energy-savings to Missoula homes
Students will work with the city’s sustainability coordinator to advance Missoula’s Green Blocks Pilot Project.  Green Blocks is an inspiring project that will bring energy and water savings to 300 Missoula homes.  It also brings neighbors together to build community and encourage the green economy.   Students will help advance this project, and in particular the “Conservation Side Orders.”  Engaging UM students will help build bridges between UM and the city’s sustainability initiatives.
Eco-Reps – An initiative to reduce UM’s carbon footprint
Students will work with UM’s new Eco-Reps to help promote energy conservation in the dorms on campus.  A significant part of the UM’s Climate Action Plan involves encouraging students and faculty to use less energy (in buildings and through transportation).  You can help with UM’s first ever behavior change campaign.  Because students spend much of their time in residence halls, these housing units are prime spots to initiate energy savings strategies in campus buildings while educating students on the benefits of environmentally sustainable living behavior. 
Global Warming Cafes – An initiative to build dialogue around climate change

Students will engage small groups of friends and acquaintances in a series of focused conversations about climate change.  Based on the success of World Café, and Global Warming Café, this action project intends to create an open forum to engage people in honest conversations about climate change.  Share what you’ve been learning about climate change; ask participants what they think about global warming; what concerns them most; and what can be done about it individually and collectively?  Work as a group to plan your introduction and approach, and aim to each engage three conversations comprised of 3-6 people.
