CCS 203

Online Deliberation Center (ODC) Research Project
1st draft due October 25
Final draft due December 1
Objectives: 

· Develop the capacity to conduct high quality research.

· Acquire in-depth knowledge of a topic in climate change of interest. 

· Cooperatively work with peers in a research environment.
· Develop working knowledge of MediaWiki software product. 

Basic Overview

· Groups of no more than 4 students will work together to write a Wikipedia style page that will ultimately be posted on the ODC website. These pages will be available for future students in the Climate Studies Program. 

· The topic of the research project can either be selected from the below list or students can choose there own topic (permission from the instructors required).

· While there is no page requirement, the expected result, in terms of effort and quality, should be equivalent to that of a 5-7 page college-level research paper.

· Individual contributions are to be kept by each student in a dated log which will be emailed to the instructor following the submission of the project.
· Finally, each group will work together to combine individual contributions into a well-edited and integrated whole.  

· The first draft will be due October 26 and will consist of a rough outline of the report and all of its sub-topics, as well as a breakdown of the distribution of labor between the group members.  The draft will be posted to the ODC. 

Grading:  Reports will primarily be graded according to quality of writing, editing, and research.  Secondary factors that will contribute to the overall grade will include level of completeness, bibliography, and overall appearance of the page.  While this is a Group project, grades will be determined individually.
Topic List
Climate Change Impacts
· Possible climate change scenarios for (Select a state, country, or region of interest)?

· Phytoplankton die off (recent report shows 40% decrease since 1950) - what's happening, why, and what are the implications? 

· Siberian permafrost melting and methane release.

· Russian Heat Wave (2010) - connection to global warming, and implications for the world wheat supply and price. 

· Floods in Pakistan (2010) - connection to global warming, ecological, and social implications.

· Disappearing glaciers in the Alps - connection to global warming, ecological, and social implications.

· Mountain Pine Beetle – connection to global warming, ecological, and social implications.

· Feedbacks and tipping points – connection to climate change and ecological implications.
· The possible effects of climate change on the local industries (e.g. ski, fishing, agriculture, etc.).

Economics

· Carbon offsets - explain how they work, discuss pros and cons, and provide examples.

· Ground water depletion in India - explain the connection to economy, discuss the driving mechanisms, and provide possible solutions.

Policy and Politics

· Copenhagen Negotiations - what was accomplished and what was not, the role of the youth.

· Create a timeline describing US climate change politics over the last decade.
· Propositions 23, effort to repeal California's clean energy climate laws - who is funding this campaign and why?
· Create a brief history of the UNFCC (COPs).
· EPA's authority to regulate greenhouse gases - explain the agency's authority, its history and implications.
· Create a descriptive timeline of the Kyoto Protocol from conception to ratification.
· Choose a specific local, national, or global media organization (e.g. Missoulian, Fox News, BBC World, etc.) and discuss how they present global climate change.
Social Movements
· Climate skeptics - who are some of the most vocal skeptics, on what basis do they deny anthropogenic climate change?

· 350.org - Bill McKibben's international campaign to build grassroots climate advocacy.
Energy Alternatives
· Biochar - biosequestration of carbon dioxide.

· Algae - cultivating for liquid fuels.

· Geothermal energy.
· Bioenergy tradeoffs.  In the context of bioenergy potential, discuss carbon neutrality, the water footprint of bioenergy systems, and land use requirement.
