Paleoclimatology
5 Billion to 2000 Years Ago
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A brief timeline of Earth’s Evolution;
e ~44+BYA: All blown away
e ~4: Magnetic field forms & atm held in place — no O,
e ~3.8: Out-gassing continues but liquid earth possible as
planet cools below 100°C
~3.5 BYA: First life forms release O,
~500 MYA: O, levels high enough for ozone layer & plants
& animals can now colonize land

Myr ago

The Last 500 Million Years:
e C(Cretaceous

e FEocene

e Messinian Crisis
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The Last 2 Million Years:
e Milankovitch Cycles e
The Last 50,000 Years: . ,
. . 7 Pleistocene
e Last Glacial Maximum 1,670,000 — " Pliocene
e Younger Dryas 1.870.000 —
e Anthropocene 20
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